Gladstone Scientist Named Inaugural Winner of Breakthrough
Prize in Life Sciences
Shinya Yamanaka honored for his pioneering work in stem cell biology
SAN FRANCISCO, CA—February 20, 2013—Gladstone Institutes’ Senior Investigator
Shinya Yamanaka, MD, PhD, is one of 11 medical researchers to win a new, high-profile
$3 million award from a group of high-tech sponsors, including the founders of Facebook
and Google.
Dr. Yamanaka’s discovery of how to transform adult skin cells into embryonic-like stem
cells also earned him the 2012 Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine, an award he
shares with Dr. John Gurdon of the Gurdon Institute, University of Cambridge. Dr.
Yamanaka’s discovery has opened promising new prospects for drug discovery,
personalized medicine and tissue regeneration.

	
  

The new award, called the Breakthrough Prize in Life Sciences, recognizes excellence in
research aimed at curing intractable diseases and extending human life. Five such
awards are to be given annually by the Breakthrough Prize in Life Sciences Foundation, a
nonprofit formed by tech giants Art Levinson, PhD, Chairman of the Board of Apple and
Chairman and former CEO of Genentech; Sergey Brin, co-founder of Google; Anne
Wojcicki, co-founder of 23andMe and Mr. Brin’s wife; Facebook founder Mr. Mark
Zuckerberg and his wife Priscilla Chan, MD; and Russian philanthropist and entrepreneur
Yuri Milner.
“I am honored to be selected as one of the winners of this new prize,” said Dr.
Yamanaka, who is also an anatomy professor at the University of California, San
Francisco, with which Gladstone is affiliated. “This prize is sure to shed light on the
important discoveries being made in the life sciences and generate interest in the field in
the coming years. It is also a privilege to be part of the committee to name the award’s
future recipients.”
In the 1990s, Dr. Yamanaka trained in biomedical research at Gladstone. He returned to
join Gladstone’s staff as a senior investigator in 2007 and today conducts research at the
Roddenberry Stem Cell Center at Gladstone and at Kyoto University.
“A research career in life sciences is one of the most exciting and fulfilling careers that
any young person can hope for,” said R. Sanders “Sandy” Williams, MD, the
physician/scientist who is president at the Gladstone Institutes in San Francisco. “But
many talented people may be unaware of this career path. We are optimistic that this
prize will go far in raising the profile of the life-sciences research profession as a
whole. We applaud these technology titans for seeing and promoting the value of the
work done by these 11 outstanding researchers. I am, of course, particularly pleased that

they have included Gladstone trainee and current senior investigator Shinya Yamanaka
in this impressive group. We have high hopes that this new prize will inspire many young
minds to seek, and find, the satisfaction of a life in science."
Other prize winners named by the Foundation include, Cornelia I. Bargmann of
Rockefeller University, David Botstein of Princeton University, Lewis C. Cantley of Weill
Cornell Medical College and New York-Presbyterian Hospital, Hans Clevers of Hubrecht
Institute, Titia de Lange of Rockefeller University, Napoleone Ferrara of University of
California, San Diego, Eric S. Lander of the Broad Institute, Charles L. Sawyers of
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center, Bert Vogelstein of Johns Hopkins Cancer
Center and Robert A. Weinberg of MIT.
About the Breakthrough Prize in Life Sciences
Breakthrough Prize in Life Sciences is founded by Art Levinson, Sergey Brin, Anne
Wojcicki, Mark Zuckerberg and Priscilla Chan, and Yuri Milner. The prize is administered
by the Breakthrough Prize in Life Sciences Foundation, a not-for-profit corporation
dedicated to advancing breakthrough research, celebrating scientists and generating
excitement about the pursuit of science as a career.
The five annual prizes will be awarded for achievements in the field of life sciences, with
the aim of providing the recipients with more freedom and opportunity to pursue even
greater future accomplishments.
About the Gladstone Institutes
Gladstone is an independent and nonprofit biomedical-research organization dedicated
to accelerating the pace of scientific discovery and innovation to prevent, treat and cure
cardiovascular, viral and neurological diseases. Gladstone is affiliated with the University
of California, San Francisco.
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